BARRETT'S BLADE
.20=-CALIBER
TACTICAL FOLDER

» ) ) SHORT-RANGE TACTICAL FOLDER FROM THE FIRST
NAME IN LONG-RANGE RIFLES.
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is 3.5 inches long and .125-inch thick.
The 154CM stainless was originally creat-
ed for use in aircraft engine parts placed
under great stress at high temperatures.
Legendary knifemaker Bob Loveless is
usually credited with being the first to see
its potential for cutlery. For many years
this was THE state-of-the-art blade steel,
but eventually a similar alloy from Japan,
ATS-34, became the darling of custom
knifemakers. In the last few years there's
been a swing back to 154CM, as many
knifemakers have decided Loveless was
right all along, This alloy provides a
combo of edge retention, corrosion resist-
ance, strength, and resharpening ease.

All M50 blades are straight-edged and
coated with the Emerson's “Black-T" fin-
ish. The handle frames are black G-10
with titanium Jiners and liner-locking
bar. A steel spring clip allows tip-up,
right-hand carry deep in the pocket, and
a Terzuola-style disk on the blade spine
pravides ambidextrous one-hand open-
ing. Weight, 4.65 ounces and suggested
retail price $195. There is also a limited,
numbered-edition (250 pieces) with
company founder Ronnie Barrett's signa-
ture on one side of the blade and
Emerson's on the other for $275 that is
an instant collector’s item. All knives
come packed in a padded metal presen-
tation box with a neat tie tack/lapel pin
of the famous Barrett MB2A1 rifle.

ACTUAL FIELD WORK

As much as I like bone handles, mirror-
polished blades and sparkling nickel sil-
ver bolsters, I know many people hate
the thought of what real fieldwork will
do to those fine finishes. Having carried
one particular Emerson folder (a custom
left-hand CQC-6) for a decade. I can say
from experience the company produces
knives you need not be afraid to use. If
anything, a few battle scars just add to its
visual appeal.

The Barrett M50 is no different in this
regard than standard Emerson knives. It's
a folder meant to be “rode hard and put
up wet" without fear of hurting it.

In use, I found the Barrett M50 handle

The M50 proved to |
both green and

to be very comfortable in both the stan-
dard cutting hold and the reverse grip
preferred by some martial artists. Three-
and-a-half inches is a highly effective
blade length, long enough for most heavy
folder chores but still small enough for
fine work. The elongated clip point and
the sweeping edge of the M50 make it an
efficient tool for a wide range of cutting
needs. While the black finish may shout
“military,” the M50's blade shape has a
long history of use on hunting knives,
and it is equally well suited to field
dressing and skinning chores. 1also found
the thumb ramp behind the opening disk
useful for adding more power to cuts,

As a left-hander, I tend to take a very
close look at right-hand liner-locks before
1 carry them for anything serious. Some
will unlock if squeezed too tight in a
southpaw grip. The Barrett proved to
have a correctly inset locking bar that was
as reliable in my left hand as my right.

Pulting the knife to some of my stan-
dard cutting tests, I found the M50 would
normally slice through about one 1/4-inch
braid of a 1-inch manila rope with a single
slice of the blade. This is actually very
good performance for a knife, as far too
many will barely scratch the surface of the
tough fiber. Next I tried slicing a section of
an old 2.5-inch forestry fire hose I keep for
the purpose of testing knives. Fire hose is
made of a combination of woven linen
with a rubber liner. The Barrett M50 cut
through fine.

Last was a whittling session on both
seasoned and green hardwood. The goal
here is to be able to slice off long, thick
shavings with the minimum amount of
force. Again, the Barrett M50 performed
well. I should probably mention all
resharpening during my cutting tests was
performed on a Norton Fine India bench-
stone, with WD-40 as a lubricant.

Barrett has chosen a maker for their
folders whose work is an equal in
repulation to that of their famous rifle.
For more information please contact
Barrett Firearms, P.O. Box 1077,
Murfreesboro, TN 37133; (615) 896-2938;
www.bharrettrifles.com. ¢




